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firgiaing iniquiiy ind trinsgression'.and by no.

'*,&n, ,i*riig thi guilty,oisiling the iniquitg of-
';hr'i;i;t'ifo,r&"niidrrr rito the third and

fourth generation" {Numbezs 1gg):*
* "Thou slwlt nat bow dwn thyself unto them' nor

seroe them: fot I the Lord thy God am a iealous
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Da:del"8lvqs a fu rther:ill. rrs-Eat n'of :identify-
ino rhp willfui tendencies of his forefathers' Notice

;;ilir; confesses his own sins first and does not

ili"t* ftit forefathers for the choices he and his

oeopt. have made for thek ovrn transgl€ssiorls'

". .*-'ahd,ecurdfugta allthy rtghreouxrx4

;rhd* I beseedt thee,let thini aagx aniitfu fu.rg b3* 
*.- iiiri awav ftom W cityler"saletn, W lwly

' i' fiuuntsin:ieinuxfor o* sins,andfor tluiniq;
uities of our fathers,leru*tqn and thy peqp\7.

are become a tqraach to all that are about us"
(Doniel9:16).

IIaw to ileal wlth the iniqallles
of the forefathets

There are four steps of action that Chris-
tians should take in ordir to deal with the iniq-
uities of the forefathers'

ln anothe,r'cas€, a' teenage girl reagtg'd' ager.t1t

her parents on severai $ta'tters' The parents

e*otiined to their daughter that for three genera-

tions, her forefathers had run off and gotten mar-

ried as teenagers.In each case, the iniquity was a

strong, indePendent sPirit'

The eirt had not recognized that this ryS'lb'
had beln-passed on to her' Therefore' to her it
;; ; tG'd spot, but it was very obvious to her

p**", *fro'f,ua {v9d with the same attitude
Ina tlaa e*periernc.ed the cons€quences of it'

1 ldentify the precise iniquitY
that has been Passed ott.

Indulgirgphysical
appetites does not sat-
isfy them, nor ls there
eny limit to physical
appetites. Therefore,
they rnust be broughl
under onstent control

In the area of eat-
ing, thert is no linrit
to the emount sf
wright that a person
can put on. One man
now weighs over 1200
pounds.

A fifteen-year-old
boy had a serious problem
of over ating. Iifisirpare*ts
were vety disciplined
about what they ate and
n ere alarmed with the
excess weight which their
son was putting on.

ry Because the parents
had not had a problem
with ov:reating, it would
at first seem that they had
ngt con'tribnted to.their
son's problem.

"S* However,whatthey
had never told their son
was that when they were
teenagers, they had not
exercised selFcontrol in
the area of, physiel drive.
The result was moral im-
purity.

:qq. Theiriniquity of sen-
sual gratification had been

passed on to their son in the area of eating pleas,ure.

The lack of self-conEol was, therefore, the
predse iniquity to be acknowledged by the parents
and the son.

The need to acknowledge the iniquities of
the forefathers is emphasized in Levitictrs 26:4$42'

This passage also describes the fuIl scoPe of con-

fession thai is required for freedone"

'If tIW dnlt onfas tluir iniquity, and tlu
iniquity af tiuir fathetE,utith tltefu ttupss which'

the1 trxry*sed against me, and tltat ale they luue

unllred contrary unto me;

'And thal t also'kaoe walkeil conttary
unto tlwn, andluaebraught them into theland
of their enemies; if then theb uncircumcised
ieartsbehambleil, and thcy then accept of the

punishmnt of tlvir iniquity: Tlen will I temern'

furmy cotenafit,. . ."

Jeremiah also demonsEates the practice of
acknowledgtng his own wickedness and the iniq-
uities of his fathers. "We ackttotuledge, O lard, our
wickedness, anil the iniquity of aur fathet:: for we

hnoe sinned against thee" qdeniati7420.

According to the principle of heredity
detcribed in Hebrews 7:9-10, !\leare'tr{€re deeply
involved in what our forefathers did than we
may realize. In this Passage, God credits Levi
with the good work of paying tithes to Mel-
chis€dec, ev.en though tr evi wae ,not yet bom-

God explains that his forefather Abraham
paid the tithes when Levi was in Abrar,a*m's loins;
iherefore, Levi was a part of the action and
received c'redit for what his forefather Abraham
had done.

n . . . Itlli alsa, who tecei:aeth tithes, Vdii!
titlus in Abralum. For la uns yet in the loins of
his fatlw,when Melchisdec met him,"
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Because we are a physical part of the good

deeds which our parents have carried out, we are

also a part of their iniquities and therefore have

the obligation to acknowledge them. 
-

If ive lack wisdom in knowing what the par-

ticular iniquities are that are affecting oxr lives or

the lives of o.rt children, we can ask God for
wisdom on this matter, and He will give it to us,

according tolames 1:5.

Distinguish guilt fro* u)eakness.
When confessing the iniquities of our fore'

fathers, it is important to distinguish between
their guilt for tlieir own iniquities and sins and
the wiaknesses that they pasied on to us through
their iniquities.

We are not guilry for the sins orthe iniqtti!*
of our forefathers. Nor are we punished for what

they have done. We are punished only for out

In the days of Eze'
kiel, the people tried to
blame their sins on the
iniquities of their fore-
fathers. They misunder-
stood the concept of how
the iniquities are visited
on the children. TheY
would excuse their sin
by saying: "', . . Doth not

The law was given to the son bear the iniqui$ of
reveal our guilt and, as thefathzr?. "." GszkiellS:7q.
a schoohnaster, to bring God responded bY

Jeremiah makes the same distinction
between personal guilt and the influe.nce of the

fathers' iniquity: '-In those days they shall say no

*or'r, The faiheis haae eaten a sour Srapet and the

chititien's teeth are set on edge" But eucry one shall die

for his ottn iniquity , . ," $etemiah 31:29-30)'

Confess sins and thsn iniquities'
The Scriptural sequence for acknowl"dg'tg

the iniquitieiof our forefathers is first to con-

i.tt ,ui sins. This sequence is illustrated in
Nehemiah 9:2.

"And the seed of lsrael separated them-

selaes from atl strangers, and stood and con-

fessed'their sins, and the iniquities of theit

fdthns."
When we confess our sins first, we assume

proper responsibility for jhem- and for the fact

if,"i *" faiied to appropriate the Srace of God'

which was sufficient to overcome the weaknesses

that were passed on to us by our forefathers,- .'
The need to confess our own sins first is

also emphasized in I John 1:9. "If we confess our.

sins,he is faithful and iust to forgiae us our sins, and

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness'"
Notice that we aie not simply to confess

that we are sinners in a general way, but that we

are to identify specific sins and daim the blood of

Christ as full"paynent for them. ' 
',

' "Forasmuch as ye lorcut that ye were not

redeemed with corrupiibte things, as silver and

gold, from your aain cofloersation receiaed by

iiaaition lrunyour fath*s;But with tlu yrecious

btood of'Chriit, as of a tamb without blemish

and without spot" {I Paa 7:18-19.

3 Reclaim "ground" and Yield
yourself to God.

". . , Fot as ye laue yielded your membos

seraants to uncleanness and to iniquitg unto
iniquity ; axn x nou yieW your members vroant s

, to ighteoustuss untollr,lineris" (Ronans6:1il'
'.: ."t Whenever we yield to the weaknesses that

are in our lives, we commit sin, and when we

commit sin, we give "gPound" to Satan'
The term ;gt ,uid" is defined as '1a sPhere

of iurisdiction in 5ur lives that is voluntarily 81ven

us to Christ. explain:-'rg: "Wheflthesn
luth done that which is lawful and ight, and luth kzpt

all my statutes , and hdth done them, he shall surely
lioe.Tlu soul tlut sinneth, it slull die" (FzekielTS;19-!.0)-i

In regard to personal guilt, therefore,
'. " " The son shall not bear [carry the guilt forl the

iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear

[carry the guilt forl the iniquity of the son: the

ighteousness of the righteous slull be upon him, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him"
(Ezekiel 18:20).

Romans 5:20 gives a further reason why we I

cannot blame our parents for our sins. When we
inherited weaknesses from the iniquities and sins
of our forefathers, God also gave us more desire

and power to overcome them (grace). ". , . Brtt
uheie sin abounded, grace did much tnore abound" .

(Romans 5;20).

own sins and iniquities.



to Satan for his control." The concept of giving up

'ground" is clearly stated in Ephesians 4:27" "Nei-

ther giae place to the dnil."
" Th; Greek word for "phce" defines a specific

space or territory. As suih, it provides a legal

tsis for Satan tobe in that area of a Christian's
Life. Lf we or our forefathers have given "ground"
to Satan, we carl ask God to reclaim that "gror:nd" -

bv the authoriW of the blood of Christ.' H"*rir,g regained the "ground," it is essential

for us to redidicite that "glound" to God by yield--

ing the members of ouibodies as weapons of
righteousness for Him.

svoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of

thnn opmty, triumphing wer them in it'.' Gotossans 2:1il'

b".i.rt. Satan I',ut no authoriry over us' he

must be voluntarily given that authority' Satan

*ill 
"..o*plish 

thirg6al by bringing to our minds

false ideas and concePts.
As we accept th'ese ideas, we help him build

the strongholds ihat will kgep us captive' As we

test each-thought and reject tho-se-that are not

based on Scripture and God's will, however' we

tear down his strongholds by bringing every

thought into the captivity of Christ'

4 Cast down the strongholds
of Satan in your mind.

A stronghold is any-
thing that we accept as

impossible that God
says is possible.

From the strongholds
in our minds, Satan
tempb us and defeab us.

The Christian is in
continual warfare with
Satan. The battlefield
between God and Satan
is the mind, will, and
emotions (soul). s1 1,1+ F-"..',',

We can battle Satan

continuously, but we will
gain no victory until we
regain the "ground" that
was given to him and
tear down the strong- I

holds that he has built
on that "ground,"

In II Corinthians
10:{-5, God instructs
every Christian to carrY
out this type of warfare.

Crusaders during the reign of King Louis IX
were captured and paraded through Jerusalem by
victorious Muslims. The Crusaders lost the battle
because they tried to accomplish the task without the

support of their authorities.
When we surrender 'ground" to Satan in our

thoughts, he leads us captive, making an oPen mockery

of th- victory that Christ won for us on the cross'

A suggested prayer to acknowledge
the iniquities of the forefathers

"(For the weaPons of our warfare are not
carnal,but mighty through God to the pulling
dwm ol stron gluWil Castin g douttt ittu gitutions,
and anry high thing tlut exalteth itself against

the knottldge of God, anilbringing into captioity
oery thought to the obedience of Chist.'

Satan is a defeated foe-he was conquered
by Christ at Calvary. Through the empty to1b,
Christ made a public spectacle of Satan in the
sarne way that a triumphant general wouldparade
his captives throughhis home city. "" " . Haaing

- 'Heavenly Father, I confess my sin of ,
{t{,r +ll',+.i i- and acknowledge the iniquities of.7

-y O.*"tt ers also in ir:ri i - f t'*':i"l 
"'f 

#t''t '1 't;; , l) i':i{;''

'I do claim the blood of Christ as full pay-
ment for my sin and ask you to regain the
'ground" given over to Satan in this area.

'I now PurPos€ to cast down his strong'
holds by evaluating every thought in this area
according to tl-c truth of Your Word'"



How tato generations u)ere freed
when a daughter acknowledged
the iniquities of the forefathers

A few months before
Annie was born, her
mother attempted suicide
by jumping off a bridge.

Shortly after Annie's
birth, her mother and her
father were both com:nitted
to mental hospitals,

Annie is now fwentY
years old, and her parents
are still in mental hospitals.
She was brought up by her
aunt and unde.

When she was asked if she felt that any of
the iniquities of her forefathers had been passed
on-to her, she thought for a moment and then
replied, "I don't know of any."

Then she was asked, 'nVhat do you suppose
is your father's greatest weakness?"

She answered, "I think his major problem
has been laziness."

When she was questioned further, "Do you
think it is laziness, or an inability to make deci-
sions?" she immediately said, 'Thafs the problem!
He has never been able to make a decision. He is
always wondering what he wanb to do."

Annie was then asked, 'Doyou have a prob.
lem making decisions?"

"Oh yes!" she exdaimed. 'That's my biggest
problem. I can never decide what I want to do.
Even with small decisions, I'll ask as many people
as I can what they think I should do, and even
then I'm never sure I did the right thing.'t

When Annie identified the iniquity of her
father as seeking his own wiII rather than the will
of the Lord, she acknowledged her sin in this
area, and also her father's iniquity.

She then asked God to reclaim any "ground"'
that she and her family had given to Satan in this
area, and she purposed to cast down every
stronghold in the area of decision-making by
briogrg every thought into the captivity of Christ.

The following testimony is a report from
Annie of whar happened next.

"After confessing my sin of seeking my own

will and acknowledgrng the iniquig of my father

in the same area, I experienced a new freedom
that I had not known before.

'My prayer hfe suddenly took on new mean-

ing and importance, and I felt a confidence that

God could reveal his will to me so I could make

the right decision. My first big test came the fol-

lowing Saturday, when I had to choose between

participation in two major events.- 'My spiritual authorities saw value in each

event and did not have any counsel to give md, so

I asked God what His will was in the matter.
'' " ,,' '-g gaye m,e a Peage- abou!.choo-qing 9:rg gf.

the events and throughout the day confirmed
that decision by allowing me to have signfficant
witnessing opportunities to about eight people'

'The following week I received a phone call

from my father.I was surprised to hear from him,
especially at the office.

"He began to tell me how a bus had picked
him up from the mental hospital and taken him
to church the previous Sunday.

" "I asked him what the message was about.

He said,'It was about decision-making.'
"Then he said in a warm, loving voice,

'Annie, you need to make a decision before you
make a decision" Your first decision is that you're
going to do God's will, then you're ready for the
second decision about what His will is.'

"lwas overwhelmed with joy. This was the
first Biblical counsel I had ever received from my
father. It confirmed that God hear'-l my Prayer
regarding the iniquities of the forefarhers and

was beginning to free our family from them by
His mighry power.

'Then my father began to tell me about his
pro.llem.qJ d'11.+lgttg,I realized that this problem
waS.p,ar$ally-due-tothe-gu_guitiegof hisforef--a-thgrs,

"It was then that I explained to him about
the iniquities of the forefathers and the steps that

,,,,' I had taken in prayer.
uHe wanted to take the same steps, so we

prayed over the phone. He confessed his own sin
of self-indulgence and acknowledg"d the iniquities
of his forefathers in the same area.

"Then he asked God to regain the 'ground'
that had been given to Satan in this area and to
tear down the strongholds that Satan had built.

"Since that prayer, :ny father has been free

from his previous addiction to alcohol."



How the secret thoughts of a sott
became material Satan used to
build strongholds on high Places

The term "high
places" is used in ScriP-
ture to identi.fy altars that
were constructed for wor-
ship and were used inter-
changeably for the True
God and for false gds.

Revival in the na-
tion of Israel and victorY
over their enemies was
short-lived whenever the
high places were not
removed.

Jeff began experiencing personal depression.
At first he tried to hide it from those around him,
but soon it began to interfere with his daily respon-
sibitities. Here is his testimony of what happened.

"lt was a miserable Sunday morning as I
awoke to the same unusual discouragement I had
been experiencing for several weeks.

"Not only was I emotionally and spiritually
discouraged, but I was physically exhausted. For
days I had been fmstrated as I tried unsuccessfully
to trace this shrouded burden to its source.

" "As I was preparing for the day, the Holy
Spirit spoke to my heart in a very clear voice. He
said, 'leff , the source of this discourl.gement is a
high place you have buitt in your life.'

"Immediately, I began to search the Scrip'
tures and was taken aback in amazement as the
Holy Spirit began to give powerful insights into
what high places were and how to c:st them down.

"[n the Hebrew language, 'high placef mgqq
'lofty or elevated plage,' It is syng-nymou.s lyftlr
pride. God says that He will not share His glory
rarith another.

"It has been my desire to hold nothing back
from God. This desire requires total surrendr:r of
all 'ground' in every area of my life to the authority
of ]esus Christ. (See Romans 12:l-2.)

"'Ground' surrendered to Christ enables
me to waik in ioyful obedience.

f'In conkaq!, 'Bloll11dlthat hqs been willfuIly
withheld from Christ Will be taken ov-gr by Sat4n,

who in turn is given freedom to build slrongholds

which are designed to destroy me' It r upon this

'ground' that I stumble in sin' (See Romans 6:16')

"ln betvreen these two extremes there was

another'ground' upon which my hlqn-p]ac€.was

built. Th'is was the 'ground' which I held for
myself-reserving the right to do my own will
and resulting in iniquitY.

"SuddEnly, thl Lord convicted me that the

high place in ny life was an area in my thoughts

*fri.t I had lift;d above the Lordship of Christ'

"lI Corinthians 10:5 made it very clear to
me that I had not been '. - . casting doum imagina'

tions, and @ery high thing that exalteth itse( against

the knowledgi of God, and bringing into captioity

eoery thought to the obedietce of Christ,'- 
"ln rEserving the right to hold 'ground' for

myself,I was exalting the authoriry of rny thoughts

above the authorifY of Christ'
"Herein lies the root of pride. Any thought

that I do not immediately bring into submission
to Christ's authority becomes the fuel that feeds

the fire of my pride.
'Little did I know the detrimental effect

these secret thoughts would have in my life' It
was then that the Lord revealed to me horv the

discouragement I was having could be traced
back to thi thoughts which I had kept for myseU'

"As I yielded this 'ground' to the Lord and
purposed to bring every thought captive in obe-

dience to Christ through accountability, more
diligent meditation upon God's truth, and prayer
targets, the burdensome discouragement was
replaced with a tremendous free.rom ard joy
from the Lord!"

Check for high places
in your mind.

During your private times throughout
the day or night, do you entertain thoughts
that you know are not pleasing to the Lord?

"High places are Qreas in our minds
which use haae not giaen to the Lord
and not giaen to Satan, but haue resensed

for ourselves and upon uthich'we comntit
iniquity."
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